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Project Update  | January 2019

Streetscape design selected
Based on discussions with property owners and other 
key stakeholders, streetscape improvements will 
include: wider sidewalks and improved pedestrian 
crossings, a new separated bike lane on the north side 
of the street, a total of 65 new trees (30 more trees than 
existing), and planters at select locations. The design 
does not include streetscape enhancements such as 
irrigated planting beds or premium concrete (colored, 
textured, etc.) which would have required special 
assessments to the property owners and a 
commitment for ongoing maintenance. The project 
will be subject to the city’s standard street 
reconstruction Uniform Property Tax Assessment.

Utility repairs underway 
Utility repairs and relocations are proceeding in 
advance of roadway construction. Metropolitan 
Council Environmental Services (MCES), operator of 
the metro-area wastewater collection and treatment 
system, is constructing two access shafts on 4th Street, 
just east of Hennepin and Marquette Avenues. The 
shafts will be used to make repairs to the existing 
sewer tunnel beneath 4th Street in downtown 
Minneapolis. The overall process will be 
time-consuming due to the depth of the tunnel (80 
feet); the length of tunnel being repaired (1/4 mile); 
the volume of debris to be removed (2,000 tons); and 
the tight quarters where the work will be conducted. 
This work is anticipated to be completed by spring 
2020. To facilitate the work, the westbound bus lane 
on 4th Street has been permanently closed. 
Westbound buses have been relocated to 3rd Street 
and 7th Street. 

Check out the MCES project website for more 
information on the tunnel repair work:
 metrocouncil.org/sewerconstruction/4thStreetTunnel 

Next Steps
Additional private utility work is expected to begin in spring 2019 and utility repairs and relocations will 
continue through spring 2020 in advance of the full roadway reconstruction, which is anticipated to begin 
in 2020 and continue through 2021. 
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Stay Informed

To learn more about the 4th Street Reconstruction Project:

Visit the project website for more information and to sign up 
for project updates 
www.minneapolismn.gov/cip/futureprojects/WCMSP-191561

Or contact us by phone or email:

Bill Fellows
City of Minneapolis 
Senior Engineer
612-673-5661
bill.fellows@minneapolismn.gov

Faith Xiong 
Public Communications
Coordinator
612-968-1140
fxiong@zanassoc.com

View looking 
eastbound on 4th 

Street towards 
Marquette Avenue

Metropolitan Council 
Access Shaft Construction
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STAKEHOLDER OPEN HOUSE
Join us to learn more about the 
4th Street project:

Tuesday, Feb. 19
Minneapolis Central Library | Doty Room 
300 Nicollet Mall, Minneapolis, MN 55401


